The effect of antioxidants on the rejection of Nippostrongylus brasiliensis.
The effect of the antioxidants, butylated hydroxy anisole (BHA) and vitamin E, on the rejection of Nippostrongylus brasiliensis from the small intestine of the rat was investigated. Worm expulsion was inhibited by BHA. Malonyldialdehyde production in the small intestines and free radical generation by peritoneal leucocytes from infected rats were also inhibited by BHA. Vitamin E, although inhibiting malonyldialdehyde production, did not prevent worm expulsion. Significantly, vitamin E was much less effective than BHA at reducing free radical generation by rat leucocytes in response to N. brasiliensis.